
It’s All About the NUMBERS…… 

By Judy Badgley 

 
   National Hurst/Olds Day is 

over and continues to be a 

success. This was the 10
th

 year 

for that event and it has grown 

over the years in popularity. 

With Waverlyn Karch’s 

guidance and leadership and 

with your enthusiasm, it will 

continue to grow. Recently 

there have been questions as to 

why we have this event and 

how the date was selected.  

   Back in 1999, the idea for a 

designated day to get out our 

H/O’s and show them off was 

discussed at a bi-monthly 

meeting of the officers. Shawn 

Evans (past H/OCA Editor) 

suggested the idea because not 

everybody could attend the 

Annual National Meet and this 

would be a way for everybody 

to be able to join other 

enthusiasts in their area and 

share H/O stories. They could 

also use this day to educate the 

public as to what a Hurst/Olds 

is all about. You know…..”No, 

it’s not a GTO or Monte 

Carlo”!  

   There was a lot of discussion 

as to what “date” should be 

used. They wanted a day 

that would be nice weather 

for those in the north as 

well as the south, since the 

purpose was to get the cars 

out. I was asked to contact 

Doc Watson and ask him 

for the date the FIRST 

production Hurst/Olds was 

completed and ready to go. 

Doc gave the date of May 

27, 1968 and that was 

determined to be the 

official day to celebrate.   

   The officers decided to make 

the day REALLY official by 

asking the President of the 

United States of America, Bill 

Clinton, to actually proclaim 

our official day. Under the 

direction of Duane Wolfgang 

(then H/OCA Director), a letter 

was then sent to Washington 

DC. After waiting awhile for a 

response, we received the letter 

as shown at the end of the 

article. So the country wasn’t 

ready to proclaim our day, but 

we decided WE could make 

the proclamation ourselves. 

And that was how National 

Hurst/Olds Day came to be.  

   The first Annual H/O day 

was held on May 27, 2000. 

The April issue of the Thunder 

and Lightning included a 

Car/Owner Identification Card 

for ALL members to display in 

their car on that day. This 

tradition has continued to the 

present with a different design 

card every year mailed to 

every member in their 

newsletter to use on National 

Hurst/Olds Day.  

   After a couple of years some 

changes needed to be made. 

Members reported because the 

date falls on Memorial Day 

weekend they were not getting 

as good of a response as they 

wanted. The officers then 

decided to change the day to 

celebrate to the 

Saturday/weekend prior to 

Memorial Day weekend. This 

decision proved to be a success 

and the number of H/O Day 

celebrations began to expand.  

   The officers also decided the 

hosts of these events should be 

recognized along with other 

volunteers at the Annual meet 

each year. These volunteers 

now receive an embroidered 

patch for their Club jacket for 

their first year of hosting. 

Repeat year hosts are 

recognized with a certificate 

and applause.  

  Now for some NUMBERS… 

I already mentioned we have 

had 10 years of National 

Hurst/Olds Day celebrations. 

These 87 events have taken 

place in 27 different states, and 

have been hosted by 66 

different H/OCA members! 

Some events have had co-

hosts and even a non-

member that just wanted 

to provide a place for 

H/O’s to be displayed, 

has held some events. 3 

states have always had at 

least 1 event in each of 

the 10 years, Michigan, 

Indiana and Illinois. 

Angelo Valenti in IL 

leads the hosting duties 

with 6 events! 
 



 

 

1
st
 H/O Day held in Illinois, 2000 

 

Here is how the events break 

down:  

• 2000- 11 events  

• 2001- 7 events  

• 2002-  5 events 

• 2003-  4 events  

• 2004- 9 events 

• 2005- 9 events 

• 2006- 11 events 

• 2007- 8 events 

• 2008- 10 events 

• 2009- 13 events 

 

2004 Michigan H/O Day with Doc 

 

  Special thanks to all of you 

that have hosted:  

Tom Aukzemas, Dave Bacon, 

Calvin & Doris Badgley, Doug 

& Judy Badgley, Trevor & 

Michelle Badgley, Richard 

Barrett, Bob Blattler, Chris 

Connolly, Scott Criswell, Phil 

& Brandee Croft, Andrew 

Duhe’, Larry & 

Jodi Erb, Keith 

Fanning, Joe 

Fotschky, Rick 

Fryfogle, Chris 

Gandjos, Dale & 

Marilyn Gilbert, 

Ray Hudson, 

Steve & Susan 

Hunkins, Jeff 

Ivenor, Lois 

Janetzke, Dion 

Jones, Brenda 

Kalivanakis, Ron 

Karaszewski, Kurt & 

Waverlyn Karch, John 

Kempf, Ron Krier, Steve 

Lucia, Keith Marcks, Jeff 

Meister, Ron Memmer, 

Dick Miller, Steve Mulvey, 

Jim Olsen, Paul & Tami 

Panczuk, Joel & Jeanette 

Preonneke, Troy Provost, John 

Pugh, Howard Rush, Rusty 

Small, Bruce Smith, Jay St. 

Michael, Jeff Stanish, John 

Suess, Angelo Valenti, Warren 

Victor, Tony Viscardi, Grant 

Warner, Doc Watson 

family, Joe 

Wieczorek, Mike 

Williams, Gary 

Wilson, Duane 

Wolfgang, Woody 

Woodward, Wes & 

Tara Worsham.  

    

This is quite a list! It 

is always dangerous 

to list names 

like this and I 

hope I haven’t left 

anyone out. If I have, 

please let me know and 

I will correct the list.  

    In addition to those 

that have hosted there 

are many others that 

have supported these 

people by attending 

their gathering. You are 

equally important and we 

appreciate you taking time to 

bring your Hurst/Olds to these 

events. It takes everybody to 

make an event like this 

successful.  

 
2008 Pennsylvania H/O Day 

 

   It is now time to look to next 

year for the 11
th

 National 

Hurst/Olds Day. The date is 

May 22, 2010. Contact 

Waverlyn at thewave@att.net 

or 812-453-86038, evenings in 

Indiana and let her know you 

will host an event in your state. 

She will help you with ideas 

and to get the information into 

the newsletter and on the 

website. Use the Membership 

Reference Manual, mailed to 

all members in February to 

contact others close to you and 

invite them to participate. Let’s 

keep this activity growing.  

 
2003 H/O Day in 



New York/New Jersey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2002 H/O Day in Minnesota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2006 H/O Day in Arizona 
 



 


